To Valmiki wo, Indians, оне а deeper debt of gratitude than to any other 
poet. He gave us the Ramayana, one of the most fascinating stories of all 
time. No words can describe the hold the Ramayana has had on the people 


of India from ancient times to the present day. It has affected the life and 


thought of our people and played an important role in shaping Indian 
culture. Valmiki was the Adikavi, the first poet, and his Ramayana the 
Adikavya, the first poem. While remembering the man's work, we must 
not forget the man. How he wrote the Ramayana, and under what condi- 
tions, is itself an absorbing story. This version is based on Valmiki Rama- 


yana and Vallathol's Malayalam translation. 


SAYINGS OF VALMIKI 
© The wise honour their guests even though they are of the common folk. 


© Mind is the cause for the direction of all senses leading to good and 


© Cheer leads to prosperity. Cheer is happiness. All actions done with 
‘enthusiasm lead to good results. 


° Honour the wives of others and protect them, O Ravana, as you 
will your own. Set an example by loving your own wife 


© Kindness is a supreme 


8 Great men when they undertake to do a great deed, are never upset 


® А man who has done both good and bad deeds cannot simultaneously 
reap the fruits thereof. He will enjoy for his good deeds and suffer 
for his sins only by turns, 


© They ara the blessed who, by their wisdom, can control their anger, 
even as water subdues a conflagration. 


© Whoever does anything with enthusiasm rarely fails to achieve his 
object. 
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TEE КАИ FEST POET AND 
(OR ARAVA MAS THE RAMAZANA: 


THUS HE LIVED 
2/77 


I HAVE TO MAINTAIN MY WIFE 
AND CHILDREN. ROBBERY 16 MY 
MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD. 


YOUR FAMILY LIVES ON THE FRUITS, = = 
(OF YOUR SIN. WILL THEY PARTAKE OF COURSE, 
(„Е YOUR Sins As WELL? Д THEY WILL. 


SO AND AGE THEM. 
COME BACK WITH 
y) THEIR ANSWER. 


THE ROEBER WALKED TOWARDS M/S 
HUT WHILE THE RISHIS STOOD 
WATCHING HIM. 


INSIDE THE MUT- 


DEAR WIFE, YOU BENEFIT FROM MY 
SINFUL LIFE. DON'T You? D 


OF COURSE, 
1 DO. WHAT OF 
THAT? 


you WILL 


SHARE MY SING) 
WON'T You? 


THE RISE TOOK PITY ON HM. 


RECITESMA-RAS 
PUT YOUR HEART 


THEREUPON THE ROBBER SQUAT TED ON THE GROUND, CLOSED MIS EYES, AND 
FORGETTING елеси BEGAN RECIT: 
IMA ИМЕЕТЕ 


MONTE PASSED INTO SEARS, AND STILL HE SAT ONPADUNE ARDUND HM AN ANTEILE 
WAS FORMING ITSELF. TIME ROLLED ON AND THE ANTEILE COVERED HM CA 


THEREAFTER VALMIKI BECAUSE OF HIS SPIRITUAL POWER AND «ПО: 
EARNED THE RESPECT OF HOLY MEN EVERYWHERE 


THEY ENGAGED THEMSELVES W CON- 
essai". 


WHO AMONG MEN, 
| TUE MOST PERFECT 
ONE, O NARADA? 


LET ME TELL YOU 
THE WONDERFUL 
STORY OF RAMA 


PLEASE BEGIN. 
LAM IMPATIENT TO 
HEAR IT. 


7 Have Toxo 
N vou ALL I NOW. 


WHAT Å FASCINATING 
STORY. 1 AM GRATEFUL 
you, 
O NARADA 


EVER AFTER, THE FATINA 
FRESH (N VALMIKU'S MIND, 4057 
45 HE HAD HEARD IT. 


ALL THE TIME 1 CAN 
THINK OF NOTHIN 
ELSE, STRANGE 


HE CALLED ONE OF Е PUPILS. 


1 AM GOING TO \ 
THE TAMASA RIVER FOR 


JE 
å AE 
Ë S 


| Look, NATURE E l 
HAS DECKED HERSELF Е 
ALL HER FINERS 
TI 
FE 


ППТ ЕТЕ ТЕ ТЕТЕ ДСА 
eine. 


YOU HAVE SLAIN 
A HARMLESS 
CREATURE. 


AMAZING 
INPEE 


TAES CANE INTO BEING THE FET 
DANCA EVER AC IT ARC FEO МЕ 
| | EHOKATOR EEF НЕ CALLED IT “SHLORA™ 


AFTERWARDS HE WROTE THE GLORIOUS 
EZ 


THE SHLOKAS HELD THE LISTENERS 
SPELL-BOUND. 


YEARS LATER, SOME DISCIPLES WENT DEEP INTO THE WOODS THERE THEY FOUNDA 
oman THE SOUND AND CRYING AS NC MER HEART WOULD BREAK, 


(wio 16 SHE 
АМО WHY © 


SHE 
ervine? 


pea." 


THE RISI HURRIED TO THE PLACE WHERE SITA LAY. 


AY osttA,cHASTEST AMONG 


7 


N. DO NOT GRIEVE. 


VAL MIKI ENTRUSTED SITA то THE CARE OF FEMALE ASCETICS IN THE 
— ADE. 


PLEASE TAKE SPECIAL 
CARE OF SITA, SHE 15 GOING 
TO BEA MOTHER. 


AMONG THE MANY THINGS HE TAUGHT THEM WAS ТО RECITE THE RAMAYANA 
79 THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF THE VEENA: 


BEAUTIFUL! 


MEET RAMA АМО. 
SING THE RAMAYANA 
BEFORE HIM 


LUV AND KOSA WENT TO WAH 
THE VENIE OF THE SACRIEIDE, 


| Ly N 


RAMA AND THE ASSEMBLY WERE ENTRANCED BU THE 


Sune o= THE 2005, 
WONDERFUL. 

POETRY AND 

MUSIC. 

(( 17 


2 


|І) 
|, 


EUT I am 
BLAMELESS. 


«IF YOU WILL 
SWEAR BEFORE THE 
‘ASSEMBLY THAT 
YOU ARE 
BLAMELESS. 
1 
| 


АР 


THE INMATES OF THE HERMITAGE BADE SIA a ООВ 


WITH EARTH, MY MOTHER, 

AS WITNESS | SWEAR THAT | 

HAVE ALWAYS BEEN FAITHFUL 
TO MY HUSBAND. 


абам, DEV! SETTING OM HER THRONE. 


AND THEN A MIRACLE TOOK PLACE THE EARTH OPENED EV ITSELF AND UP CAME 


SITA, MY DEAR DAUGHTER, 


1 HAVE COME TO TAKE 


THE GOLDESS o= EARTH LIFTED SITA TO THE THRONE AND DISAPPEARED DOWN 
TE OPENING WE НЕЕ, 


(D VALMIKT LEFT THE SCENE 
SITA! FOR HIS HERITAGE TO CONTINUE HIS ASCETIC 
MY SITA! E E | 
re. 


AUTHOR OF THE RAM AANA. 
RAUCH Tie CENT ae 
His WORK bas ED, 

THE SAME ле WHEN He | 


WROTE 17 FOR FIS OWN. 
PLEASURE AND THAT OF 
GENERATIONS 70 COME, 
AND IT WILE Live, AS 


BENINA SAID, TIEL THE (| 4 \ 
MOUNTAINS AND THE 

SEIS EXIST ON N 

THE ENETH. å Ñ 


